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Welcome to the world of Finnish log house construc-
tion and wonderful life on the Arctic Circle in Rovani-
emi, Finnish Lapland.

R
ovaniemi is not only a small city 
on the Arctic Circle in Finnish 
Lapland, but also our com-
pany’s name. We are a Finnish 

quality log house supplier, based in the 
city of Rovaniemi. Our cottages are made 
out of pure Lappish pine logs, using the 
latest and modern technologies of house 
construction. We have picked two of our 
latest projects to be featured in this mag-
azine, Birds of Prey park in beautiful Aus-
trian Alps (pages 6–7) and luxurious Gorki 
cottage in Russia (pages 12–13).

Of course, we could not have done it all 
alone. We have partnered with numer-
ous suppliers and producers of wooden 
materials and technologies, who are re-
nowned experts in their field. Read about 
Puumerkki company, wooden materials 
supplier on pages 14–15.

Rovaniemi is also the hometown of Santa 
Claus. This kind old man serves as a great 
inspiration for us. Our head offi  ce is situ-
ated just 200 meters from his residence 
and he often pays us a visit. During one 
of those visits he agreed to make a small 
interview with us, which is published on 
page 10 of this issue. 

And of course we have our beautiful na-
ture – unique and pure! It is winter time 
now in Lapland and we are surrounded 
with pure white forests and frozen lakes – 
a real Winter wonderland. Winter days are 
short, but we can enjoy long spectacular 
sunrises that slowly change into sunsets, 
and at night we can see the magic of Au-
rora Borealis. Read about Winter time in 
Finnish Lapland on pages 16–17.

Rovaniemi Log House News 
Magazine is published twice 
a year in English, Russian and 
Chinese. 

Rovaniemi Log House 
News Magazine.
Winter 2016.
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THE ERA OF CLIENT
When situation on the markets become diffi  cult and the com-
pany faces challenges, usually something new and exciting hap-
pens. The company must change, become more client-oriented, 
instead of just concentrating on sales, marketing or logistics. We 
must really listen to our clients and understand their needs.

We are living in the era of client. He is in charge of vast quantities 
of digital and social capital, and if he is happy, he will share this 
capital with others. With precise and multi-channeled sales and 
marketing actionss we are able to provide our client with positive 
experiences. We want our client to perceive our marketing as a 
service and content, created especially for him or her. We want 
to stand out from the masses and provide truly personalized and 
modern products. In order to do this, we have teamed up with 
Finland’s leading producers and suppliers of materials, one of 
which is featured in this very magazine. 

Year 2015 was the year of growth for us and our turnover passed 
over 4 million euros. Year 2016 also looks promising, as we have 
several orders to deliver to China, Russia, Japan and Europe. In 
February 2016 twenty-two containers, filled with log houses, will 
ship to China. Thanks for this eff ort belongs to our clients, our 
highly skilled suppliers and, of course, our own Rovaniemi crew.

Currently we are seeking for new export partners with whom we 
can join forces. We wish you welcome to our team! Let’s create a 
success story together!

TIMO KÄHKÖNEN
Managing Director
Rovaniemi Log House

EDITORIAL



SANTA CLAUS VILLAGE
(THE CHINESE WAY)
Fifteen Finnish wooden houses 
are standing in the snowy forest in 
Shangbaishan province in China, 
not far from North Korean border. 
They have been delivered and built 
under the supervision of Rovaniemi 
Log House. Together these cottages 
make the “Santa Claus Village”. It is 
named after the Santa’s residence 
on the Arctic Circle in Rovaniemi, 
Finland. Here Finnish Santa receives 
hundreds of thousands of guests 
every year. Head offi  ce of Rovani-
emi Log House company, where the  
luxurios Finnish cottages have been 
conceived, is situated only a stone’s 
throw away from Santa’s Residence. 
Chinese “Santa Claus Village” com-
pleted in Shangbaishan in early 2015, 
however, its opening ceremony was 
held in December 2015, just in time 
for start of the tourist season. Santa 
himself arrived here from Finland to 
pronounce the village opened! The 
houses are based on the projects 
Scandinavia with a pool, Prestige, 
Swedish Home and Lapland. Their 
size varies from 200 to 500 m2 and 
they have a basement, making them 
2 ½ storeys high. Every cottage has 
a dedicated jacuzzi and additionally 

there is a separate Finnish sauna in 
the village with the open pool, filled 
with hot volcanic water.

ECOLOGICAL CONSTRUCTION
Chinese people are seeking for qual-
ity vacations, fresh air and comfort 
outside of their busy cities and Finn-
ish houses are here to satisfy this 
demand. Timo Kähkönen, company’s 
managing director, explains:
— It is hard living in big Chinese cit-
ies nowadays. After spending a  week 
in Peking and breathing smog, one 
craves for some fresh air and blue 
skies!
Finnish log house construction sets 
high standards for modern ecologi-
cal living. Trees binds CO2 while they 
grow and houses, made out of tim-
ber, are proven to have a clean and 
healthy air inside. Chinese govern-
ment has started to support ecologi-
cal construction, thus giving a boost 
for log house business.

LUXURIOUS VACATIONS
The newly built “Santa Claus Vil-
lage” is only several kilometers away 
from Heping Ski Resort, where the 
tourists can enjoy diff erent kinds 
of winter sports, such as alpine and 
cross-country skiing. Rovaniemi Log 
House already shipped ten cottages 
here and they were built near the ski 
slopes. Shangbaishan province has 
very beautiful nature and large na-
tional parks. It attracts many Chinese 
tourists from the country’s capital, 
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OPENED IN CHINA



Bejing, which is just a few hundred 
kilometers away. Flights from Bejing 
to Shangbaishan are often filled with 
tourists, looking to spend luxurious 
vacations at this beautiful site. Hep-
ing Ski Resort is situated in a volcani-
cally active area. It means that there 
is a steady supply of hot water avail-
able for the use of local spas year 
round, which adds another attraction 
to the tourists.

FUTURE PERSPECTIVES
Santa’s visit to Shangbaishan area 
was an important event, noticed by 
the local media. The flow of Chinese 
tourists to Finland is growing, and so 
are the sales of Rovaniemi Log House 
to China. In February 2016 eight new 
log houses will be shipped to China, 
in addition to the 20 cottages, that 
have been already delivered to the 
client. Rising sales in China already 
make up for a significant  share in 
company’s turnover.

“After spending a 
week in Peking and 
breathing smog, one 
craves for some fresh 
air and blue skies.”
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WINTER HIGHLIGHTS

ARCTIC DESIGN WEEK
22-28.2.2016 

ARCTIC LAPLAND
RALLY 28-30.1.2016

ARCTIC LAPLAND RALLY is one of the most exotic events of the 
year in Rovaniemi. Organized since 1966, it draws Finland’s best 
and international rally drivers to take part in the epic journey 
through the snowy forests of Lapland. Even Formula 1 drivers, 
such as Mika Häkkinen, Mika Salo, Kimi Räikkönen and Heikki 
Kovalainen are known to participate from time to time. This year 
our very own Rovaniemi Log House Racing Team will also com-
pete in the event, lead by our Chinese drivers! Held in January, 
the race often takes place in the most notorious weather condi-
tions with temperatures falling below –30°C (-22°F). The start of 
the race will be at the Lordi Square in the center of Rovaniemi at 
12 noon on January 28th 2016 and is free to attend.
More info: www.arcticrally.fi

ARCTIC DESIGN WEEK brings international design gurus, Finnish 
designers and students, as well as enthusiasts to Rovaniemi, the 
capital of Arctic Design. In the course of a week many seminars, 
gatherings, workshops and other events will be held, which will 
introduce the latest design trends to the public and facilitate the 
exchange of experience between the participants. Most of the 
events are free to attend or have aff ordable pricing.
More info: www.arcticdesignweek.fi



A birdhouse
in the

AUSTRIAN

ALPS
ÖTZTAL IS

ONE OF THE MOST

PICTURESQUE REGIONS

OF AUSTRIAN ALPS. IN 2015

A NEW ATTRACTION WAS

BUILD HERE: A LUXURIOS

BIRDHOUSE IN THE

MOUNTAINS.



‘ÖTZI’, THE ICEMAN
In September 1991 a well-preserved 
mummy of an ancient man was found 
high in the icy mountains of Ötztal 
Apls on the Austrian-Italian border. 
The Iceman or “Ötzi”, as he was later 
named, lived around 3.300 BC, mak-
ing his remains the oldest ever dis-
covered in Europe. Although it was 
later confirmed that the mummy was 
found just 100 meters inside the Ital-
ian territory, it sparked the creation 

of the Ötzi Village on the Austrian 
side in 2000. Ötzi Village is a recre-
ation of a Neolithic settlement, an 
open-air museum, which familiarises 
the visitors with the lifestyle and live-
lihood of ancient humans that once 
lived in the area.

BEAUTIFUL ÖTZTAL
Ötztal is one of most fabulous Tirol 
Valleys. Together with the Ötzi Vil-
lage and its numerous mountain hik-
ing and climbing activities, the area 
attracts tens of thousands of tour-
ists. Sölden ski centre is also situated 
in Ötztal. It is an Alpine Ski World Cup 
venue and one of Europe’s most re-
nowned ski and snowboarding re-
sorts. It off ers 145 km of ski slopes 
with a maximum of 2.000 m of ele-
vation change. Spectacular Stuiben-

fall waterfall is also situated in the 
area. With the height of 159 m it is 
Tirol’s biggest waterfall and is surely 
the most picturesque one. Looking 
down from the top of the waterful 
off ers a bird’s eye view over the val-
ley and surrounding mountains! And 
speaking of birds, there are plenty of 
them here!

BIRDS OF PREY PARK
In 2015 a new attraction was built 
not far from Ötzi Village — a Birds of 
Prey Park, dedicated to wild carni-
vore birds. (Greifvogelpark). Covering 
the area of 5.000 m2, the park is situ-
ated in the foothills of the Stuibenfall 
waterfall. There are a total of thirty 
birds of prey, belonging to fifteen 
diff erent bird species, that can be 
admired  here. Among them vultures, 
eagles, kites, owls, buzzards and fal-
cons. Diff erent bird shows take place 
in the open air amphitheatre for 400 
spectators, during which birds of prey 
show their flying skills: elegant glider 
flights, daredevil dives and hunting.  
There is also a special walking trail, 
dedicated to the history of falconry.

LOG HOUSE MAIN BUILDING
There are several structures in the 
Birds of Prey Park, including the main 
building, which was constructed by 
Rovaniemi Log House representative 
in Austria — Finnland Block company. 
The project has seen the daylight 
thanks to the company’s very own 
Roman Roscic, who signed an agree-
ment with local authorities to con-
struct the house. 

The main building is made out of 
classic round log. The construction 
was to be started around Christ-
mas 2014, but was postponed due 

to weather conditions and was re-
sumed in January. By February 2015 
the outer walls were erected and lo-
cal companies started to work on 
the interior. On August the 1st 2015 
all of the preparations were finished 
and the park opened to visitors. Main 
building off ers 125 m2 space for the 
visitors’ centre. It includes a souvenir 
shop with information desk, a cafe 
with outside terrace and offi  ces for 
the workers of the park. Additionaly 
there are 15 aviaries where the birds 
of prey live. Their size ranges from 10 
m2 to 60 m2, where even the larger 
birds can feel themselves comfort-
able.
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BIRDS OF 
PREY PARK
LOCATION: ÖZTAL ALPS, AUSTRIA
MADE BY: FINNLAND BLOCK IN 2015
HOUSE AREA: 125 M2

Birds of Prey Park
www.greifvogelpark.at

Log house construction in Austria, 
Germany, Switzerland and Slovenia:
www.finnland-block.com
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MEET THE TEAM

EVERY HOUSE STARTS WITH A DREAM.

A DREAM OF A BETTER FUTURE, LIFE 

OR A NEW BEGINNING. HELPING THIS 

DREAM COME ALIVE IS OUR PROJECT 

MANAGER TOMI KINNUNEN.

Hello Tomi! Please share with us 
where you are from?
I am from a small town called Kuusamo, 
situated in Northeastern Finland, close 
to the border with Lapland.

How did you end up making wooden 
houses?
I’ve been studying construction 
engineering in Rovaniemi. For several 
years I worked in  diff erent companies, 
involved in the construction of 
wooden cottages. I joined Rovaniemi 
Log House company in 2010 and have 
been working here since.

How would you describe your role in 
the company?
My role is to provide the client with 
the house that the he or she has 
envisioned.  I am constantly in contact 
with the client, making necessary 
changes, calculating costs etc.

How does the planning of a “dream 
house” start?
Well, there are two approaches. One 
approach is to browse through our 

collection of projects. There are all 
kinds of houses, starting from small 
and cozy ones sized 150–200 m2, up 
to spacious and grand houses with the 
size of 200-400 m2 and even larger. 
Projects include townhouses, summer 
cottages, homes and saunas. Another 
approach is to propose your own 
architectural plan. By this I don’t just 
mean a plan from the architect bureau. 
It could be just a simple drawing, made 
by the client himself, which would 
suffi  ce to start the process.

Is it possible to personalize a house 
from the project collection?
I think we could fulfill up to 95% of 
changes. We can change the size or 
position of the windows, internal plan 
of the house or we can add some new 
elements. Our client can also choose 
a construction material from many 
diff erent variants and sizes.

What are the benefits of a wooden 
house?
It is the simplicity of a wooden house, 
and the speed of construction. 

Wooden log is actually a ready wall 
material! You just need to treat it with 
some wax or lacquer from inside and 
outside and that’s it! Wooden house is 
also an ecological house. According to 
researches, the air in wooden houses is 
healthier. You also need to remember 
that when you choose timber as a 
construction material, it is beneficial 
in terms of the CO2 amount, because 
trees bind CO2 while they grow.

What was the most diffi  cult project 
for you to complete?
It was a project called “Hope”, built in 
Russia. It has three storeys, which is 
quite unusual for a dwelling house.
Besides the living quarters, there is 
a swimming pool and a fitness area, 
which is also a rarity. The frame of the 
swimming pool roof is firm, however 
wooden logs need settling. That re-
quired for quite meticulous planning.

So the architects did not consider 
that the logs need to settle?
The architect bureau did a nice design, 
however quite often the architect does 

MAKING THE DREAMS 
COME ALIVE



Laminated round log Laminated squared log “Golden pine”SmartLog KELO
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MEET THE TEAM

Tomi Kinnunen planning a house. “Hope” was one of the toughest projects to complete.

There is an incredible amount of 
know-how here, as well as experi-
ence with wooden construction.

What new markets are you planning 
to expand to?
Lately there has been a lot of inter-
est in the Near-East. Finnish produc-
ers have already started shipping 
wooden houses to Turkey, mainly 
the mountainous areas, and Cyprus. 
Recently we have sent an off er to an 
interested client in Iran.

Are there any diff erences to the 
houses to be made for Near-East?
Not really, because they are usu-
ally designated to be built in mount-
ianous and forest areas. The main 
diff erence is the absence of Finnish 
sauna, which usually frees up some 
space for a larger bathroom.

What wooden construction materi-
als are popular nowadays?
It is, of course the laminated log, 
which is available in diff erent sizes. 
Today’s novelty, however, is log that 
incorporates cross laminated timber, 
or CLT, in short. We call it “SmartLog”. 
It consists of regular laminated piec-
es, as well as the cross laminated tim-
ber parts at its core. Thus, it prevents 
the log from settling, as well as gives 
it high durability. We also off er some 
materials, which are available exclu-
sively in Lapland. A so called “Golden 
pine” has a beautiful goden color. It 
is achieved when only the outer bark 
layer of the tree is gently removed 
and it preserves all of its natural 

properties. We also have “Kelo”, free 
standing pine, which is a special ma-
terial. The pine grows slowly in Lap-
land and sometimes, when it reaches 
a certain age, its needles and branch-
es fall off  and the root system stops 
receiving nutrition. If the tree remains 
standing, it dries out and can be used 
for construction. The main advan-
tage of ‘Kelo’ is that its appearance 
changes little over time, because it 
has minimal moisture content. ‘Kelo’ 
also has an appealing silver color and 
unique texture. 

What architectural feats are in trend 
nowadays?
Nowadays it is popular to combine 
diff erent materials. The outer shell 
of a house or one of the walls of the 
facade can be constructed out of 
bricks. Such houses have a modern 
and dynamic look.

And what kind of house are you liv-
ing in?
In Rovaniemi I have a regular house 
with a wooden frame and brick fa-
cade. However, back in Kuusamo I 
have a summer cottage, made out of 
round log, which I designed myself.

Do you go there often? What things 
Finns do at their summer cottage?
About once a month. Nature is 
very important for Finns. We like to 
spend time far away from the city. 
We enjoy silence, sitting at the shore 
of a lake, fishing, picking berries and 
mushrooms. And, of course, every Finn 
likes going to the sauna!

not decide on which materials will be 
used in the construction. His goal is 
to visualize what the client wants, or 
to propose his own vision. My goal 
is to fulfill these visions, materialize 
them.  Nevertheless, such projects like 
“Hope” serve as a fine example, that 
wooden house construction can also 
be quite modern and flexible.

In which countries Finnish wooden 
houses have become popular?
It’s the European countries, situated 
around the Alps, such as Switzerland, 
Austria, Slovenia. They appreciate 
wooden construction and our hous-
es fit their mountain areas very well. 
They are popular in Asian countries, 
such as China and Japan. In China 
there are significant problems with 
air pollution and our wealthy clients 
choose to build their retreats in re-
mote areas, far away from the cities. 
Our wooden houses suit this purpose 
perfectly! They don’t have the same 
traditions of wooden construction 
as we do, however, Chinese people 
are fast to take on new trends. Japa-
nese people traditionally like Finn-
ish design and Finnish products, 
such as Marimekko, Iittala and other 
brands, so our wooden houses are 
popular there as well. We have built 
many houses in Russia, where Finnish 
wooden houses are extremely popu-
lar due to their quality. 

Why do you think Finnish wooden 
houses are so popular abroad?
Finland is the world’s largest produc-
er of wooden houses. 



Hello Santa! Your name is known all 
around the world. But why are you 
called Joulupukki in Finland?
— Hello! I am called diff erent names 
in diff erent countries. When children 
come to me, they might call me Santa 
Claus, Babbo Natale, Père Noël, Ded 
Moroz, I don’t mind that at all! The 
important thing is they recognize 
who I am! In Finland my name liter-
ally means “Christmas goat”. There is 
a legend that in the old times there 
was a man who dressed in the red 
goat’s leather and entertained chil-
dren and adults at Christmas time. 
Later these words became one. But 
for Finnish children I am know as the 
“old man of Christmas”.

Boy, you must be really old. How old 
did you say exactly?
— I don’t remember exactly. In my 
reindeer driving license it just says 
that I am very old and that’s that. 
As long as I remember myself, I have 
been living in Lapland, on the Korva-
tunturi fell. Its two peaks remind of 
small ears, and that is not a coinci-
dence! “Korvatunturi” literally means 
the “Ear mountain”. That’s because 
here I can hear the children’s wishes 
exceptionally well. There, in a secret 
place, is situated my home. 

So what is the secret of such a long 
age? 
—  I believe that it is my ability to see 
world as new and exciting, just like 
children do. Most of the people loose 
this ability when they grow up, but 
somehow I have still got it! I also like 
to spend a lot of time outdoors, close 
to nature. In winter I go skiing and in 
summer I pick up berries. They have 
so much vitamins in them! My home 
and my offi  ce in Rovaniemi are made 
out of Lappish pine and they say that 
the air in wooden houses is fresh and 
pure.

So you live in Korvatunturi, but you 
go to work in Rovaniemi?
— I do not consider this as work. This 
is just what I do! Every day I meet a 
lot of people at my offi  ce in Rovani-
emi. I am delighted that I have so 
many friends around the world! It is 
very diffi  cult to find me at Korvatun-
turi, me and my elves have decided 
to make a place where anyone can 
meet me. We called this place San-
ta Claus Village. Every night I return 
home to Korvatuntri where Mrs San-
ta awaits me. In Finnish she is called 
“Joulumuori”. She takes care of my 
reindeer and my elves, does astrono-
my, plays oboe and cooks amazingly 
tasty cookies!

After your offi  ce came to the Arctic 
Circle lots of other interesting places 
appeared here. Why do you think?
— These are my dear friends, reindeer 
men, husky herders and handicraft 
people. I’ve invited them here so they 
could help me to entertain my guests. 
Now we have lots of exciting places 
right here at the Arctic Circle! I am 
also delighted that you at Rovaniemi 
Log House company moved here. I 
like your wooden house a lot.

So what it’s like to be Santa Claus?
— I think everyone can do what I 
do. I ‘ve just been doing that for quite 
a long time. Most important thing is 
to be kind towards others and wall 
living creatures. Everyone has this 
kindness, we just need to let it out. 
There is also a lot of joy in giving, not  
just having. By giving I don’t mean 
only presents. One can give attention 
to our beloved ones.

How can one contact you, if it is not 
possible to come see you?
— You can send me a postcard or 
letter. Finnish children have special 
places at home where they leave 
letters for me. They also leave some 
cookies or juice for the elves and 
when they come out at night, they 
find them and bring the letters to me. 
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What it’s like to be
SANTA CLAUS? Santa’s Address

Joulupukki
96930 Arctic Circle

FINLAND



Hooked on

FINNISH DESIGN
TAIGAKORU
Taigakoru is a 
jewelry company, 
found in 1981 
by jeweler Juha 

Janger. The company makes all 
of its beautiful, hand-crafted 
gold & silver jewelry in Lapland. 
It includes products, inspired 
by rugged nature, animals, an-
cient myths and shamanism. 
Their exclusively made wed-
dings rings with gold nuggets 
from Lapland are very popular.
www.taigakoru.fi

MARTTIINI
Janne Marttiini 
found a knife fac-
tory in Rovaniemi 
in 1928. His knives 

became a household item all 
around the world, including 
USA and Canada. Nowadays 
Marttiini makes classic Finn-
ish and Lappish carving knives, 
modern hunting and fishing 
knives, as well as exclusive 
knives with handles made out 
of bronze and reindeer horn.
www.taigakoru.fi

MARIMEKKO
Marimekko is the 
name of a Finn-
ish design house, 
which was estab-

lished in 1951. Marimekko is 
famous for its boldly colored 
fabrics, clothing, purses and 
home furnishing products. 
Their most recognized print 
pattern, Unikko (poppy), was 
made in 1964 and is used ex-
tensively ever since.
www.marimekko.fi

MARIELA
POKKA
Mariela Pokka is a 
Rovaniemi based 
fashion designer. 

Her lines of clothing feature 
dresses, trousers and blazers, 
made out of reindeer leather, 
which has unique character 
and softness. The source of 
leather is situated nearby, as 
her husbands’ family, Pokka, 
has been involved in making 
reindeer hides ever since 1969.
www.marielapokka.com

IITTALA
Iittala is a Finn-
ish design brand, 
that started as a 
glasswork in 1881. 

A variety of other products has 
emerged since — tableware 
and cookware — but it’s still the 
excellent glass design prod-
ucts, that Iittala is praised for. 
Check their bold and colorful 
Moomin and Angry Birds cups!
www.iittala.fi

ROVANIEMI
Talking about 
design brands in 
Santa Claus Vil-
lage one cannot 

leave out Rovaniemi — our own 
company! Here, at the Arctic 
Circle, great design ideas for 
Finnish log houses are born. 
Come by our Kieppi head offi  ce 
for a cup of hot coff ee!
www.loghouse.fi
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MANY FAMOUS FINNISH DESIGN BRANDS

ARE OFFERED IN SANTA CLAUS VILLAGE.

COME BY THEIR SHOPS IF YOU ARE VISITING 

OUR HOMETOWN OF ROVANIEMI!



“GORKI PROJECT

IS YOUR LUXURIOUS

RESIDENCE AWAY FROM 

THE HECTIC CITY LIFE. IT IS

PERFECTLY EQUIPPED

FOR COMFORTABLE

LIVING ALL YEAR

ROUND.”  

GORKI

UNDER THE SPOTLIGHT



G orki is a spacious, three-storey house, that 
possesses the sort of bright individuality 
that always stands out and makes people 
take notice. It can blend even into the 

most complex landscapes and will still fit in any type 
of surroundings. The myriad of windows fill the rooms 
with light and add a sense of space to the interior. 

As with other Rovaniemi projects, everything is thought 
through to the smallest details. Most of its outer walls, 
as well as almost all of the interior spaces, are made out 
of Finnish wood. Although it has an enourmous living 
area, the space is used to the maximum efficiency. The 
house contains many different common spaces to 
spend time together, sauna, living room, dining room, 
personnel rooms and even a billiard hall. The upper 
floor is dedicated to the bedrooms for the owner of 
the house, his family and guests. A large terrace on the 
second floor is a wonderful place to enjoy the sunset, 
watch the sunrise, study the stars or just feel refreshing 
gust of wind sweeping around you.

Gorki project will be your luxurious residence away 
from the hectic city life. It is perfectly equipped for 
comfortable living all year round. Just remember to 
invite your friends and relatives to visit from time to 
time to share the happy moments of life together!

GORKI
МЕСТОПОЛОЖЕНИЕ: ЛЕНИНГРАДСКАЯ 
ОБЛАСТЬ
ДАТА ПОСТРОЙКИ: 2013 Г.
АРХИТЕКТОР: СТУДИЯ А. УСТИНОВА
И А. ЧЕСНОВИЦКОГО.

Площадь дома 867,3 м2

Площадь внутренних помещений 659,3 м2

Площадь террас и балконов 208 м2

Габариты 28,5 x 21,6 мGORKI
LOCATION: LENINGRAD OBLAST, RUSSIA
CONSTRUCTED: 2013
ARCHITECT: A. USTINOV & A. CHESOVITSKY 
ARCHITECT BUREAU

Total House Area 867,3 m2

Total Living Area 659,3 m2

Balcony and Terraces 208 m2

House Dimensions 28,5 x  21,6 m
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MIKA LEINONEN IS A TRUE WOOD EXPERT. HE IS 

A SALES DIRECTOR AT PUUMERKKI COMPANY, 

WHICH SPECIALISES IN WOOD-BASED PROD-

UCTS AND MATERIALS. PUUMERKKI WORKS 

TOGETHER WITH ROVANIEMI LOG HOUSE TO 

PROVIDE THE HOUSES WITH THE NECESSARY 

MATERIALS FOR INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR DE-

SIGN. THEIR COMMON GOAL IS TO EXCEED CLI-

ENTS’ EXPECTATIONS!

MIKA LEINONEN has been working in construction industry and 
timber exporting business for almost 15 years.

“Wood is and important part of my professional and private 
life,’ he shares , “I can truly say that I live by and from wood.”

Wood indeed plays an important part in Mika’s life. His fam-
ily acquires wooden logs from their own forest, and benefits 
from living close to nature.

“We often like to go to our forest for a walk and enjoy a cup 
of coffee, freshly prepared on the often fire,” Mika reveals.

“Walking together in the midst of the trees is our common 
hobby, which I miss a lot when I am travelling,” he adds.

Mika Leinonen has been involved in wood construction for 
all his life and studied to be a construction engineer. He of-
ten solves technical problems for the clients of the company 
and has even built a wooden house where he and his family 
live. Mika manages company’s client relationships in the house 
construction industry and handles international exports.

“I have become accustomed to traveling over the years us-
ing all kinds of transportation means,” Mika laughs.

“One day I might be supervising the shipping of contain-

Interview with Mika Leinonen
Sales director at Puumerkki Ltd

Rare are the chances for Mika 
Leinonen, sales director, known 
as “Flying Leinonen”, to just sit 
back in a chair and relax.

If it is wooden,

WE WILL
DELIVER 

IT!

OUR PARTNERS



PUUMERKKI
Puumerkki is a part of international Sto-
ra Enso corporation, one of the world’s 
largest producers of wooden products. 
The history of Stora Enso starts at the 
end of XIII century, when Stora, one of 
the world’s first limited liability compa-
nies, was established. Merged with Enso 
Oyj in 1998, the corporation specializes 
in producing nature-based products: pa-
per, cardboard, bioproducts and wooden 
materials. Puumerkki is a Finnish supplier 
of wood-based materials for all kind of 
construction purposes.

More info: www.puumerkki.fi

ers to China or Europe, and next day 
I might be in Russia with my client at 
an exhibition”, he explains.

As a means to relax he prefers a 
vacation with his family in a wooden 
hut somewhere in a quite place up 
north in Finnish Lapland.

His background as a construction 
engineer and experience with wood-
en materials in particular provide 
him with strong expertise, which is 
extremely helpful when dealing with 
clients of Rovaniemi Log House. He 
also promotes sustainability and ap-
plies this philosophy in his work.

“By using and marketing the 
wooden products I can play my part 
at preserving our environment for fu-
ture generations”, he states. “It gives 
me great pleasure and satisfaction.”  

“All of the oil-based products can 
be produced from natural wooden 
materials tomorrow”, he rejoices.

ALL ABOUT WOOD
Puumerkki offers a wide spectre of 
wood based construction products: 
wooden logs, terraces, windows, 
doors, interior and exterior panels, 
flooring and even stairs. The main 
raw materials are pine and spruce 
which have chain-of-custody FSC 
and PEFC certificates.

“I believe that wood is the best 
material, if you want to respect na-
ture and sustainability”, Mika says. 
“We know the origin of all our materi-
als and try to gather resources only 
from the certified forests”, he adds.

“For us it is a matter of honor to 
provide our clients with trust in our 
products, and to ensure, that they 

are good for the people and for the 
nature,” he assures.

Puumerkki is a part of Stora Enso 
corporation, which owns production 
facilities all over Finland. Sawmills 
and processing plants are situated 
close to their sources of raw material 
— forests, as well as logistics hubs. 
Puumerkki stores ready products in 
warehouses and delivers the prod-
ucts to the clients from a logistics 
facility in Oulu, Finland. 

WARM FEELING FROM WOOD
Wood not only brings a noble ap-
pearance and warm atmosphere, but 
raises perceived quality and improves 
acoustics. Wood has a natural abil-
ity to absorb and to release humid-
ity, which balances the atmosphere 
inside the room. Wood prevents the 
growth of harmful bacterias and it is 
one of the reasons why it is preferred 
for building saunas. The dampening 
properties of wooden materials are 
widely used to improve the acoustics  
of concert and lecture halls. Wooden 
surfaces make the space feel warm, 
pleasant and relaxing. Timber clearly 
wins over every other material in this 
particular area.

“When you touch a surface of 
wood, it give you natural feeling of 
comfort and it is the reason why tim-
ber is highly preferred material for 
house construction in Finland. We 
should be able to use these qualities 
to market our wooden construction 
expertise abroad,” Mika notes.

THE ERA OF PREFABRICATED 
MATERIALS
Prefabricated construction parts de-
mand for precise planning. By pre-
fabricating the construction parts, 
such as the supporting elements 
of the roof, one can achieve several 
benefits. Precisely made elements 
minimize assembly time and mis-
takes, made on site, and ensure high 
technical and visual qualities. 

“Together with Rovaniemi Log 
House we often conduct meetings 
in order to develop our products, 
evaluate the benefits of new materi-
als and provide our clients with best 
solutions,” Mika Leinonen reveals.

Providing the quality of the prod-
ucts starts from the choice of raw 
materials. At the production facili-
ties faulty logs are identified with 
the help of cameras and manual 
quality control. Appropriate storage 

techniques also play an important 
part in preserving the quality. The 
products are always shipped to the 
clients dry and intact. Many of the 
products are packed individually, so 
their quality will not degrade even 
on the construction site.

According to Mika Leinonen, it is 
always easier to ensure the precise 
construction of the house by thor-
ough planning. Project managers at 
Rovaniemi Log House has always 
succeeded in planning, so it is easy 
for Puumerkki to provide the clients 
with the exactly matched materials.

TRENDS IN INTERIOR AND 
EXTERIOR DESIGN
Recently there has been an in-
crease of popularity in surface 
treated materials. Walls, roof and 
flooring are ready to use straight 
after the assembly. Treatment can 
include waxing, varnishing, painting 
or adding glaze. As a result, many 
architects prefer Puumerkki’s Pre-
mium products, for example, Effex 
Design product family.

The level of prefabrication has 
also grown in exterior materials. 
The exterior panels can be primed, 
and painted once or even twice. 

“Surface treated materials are 
gaining popularity among the pro-
fessional builders. Such materials 
cost more, however, their benefits 
are the uniform quality and great 
appearance,” shares Leinonen.

The choices for terrace construc-
tion are also diversifying year after 
year. Different composite materials, 
as well as treatment techniques, are 
the growing trends of the following 
summer.

A B2B SERVICE COMPANY
Puumerkki specializes in working 
with Finnish businesses and inter-
national clients. The company has 
years of experience in providing the 
clients with high-class products. 
This gives Puumerkki a competitive 
advantage on the markets.

“Regular consumers are able to 
acquire our products and services 
only through our chain of partners 
and retailers, such as Rovaniemi 
Log House. Puumerkki does not 
have its own retail outlets, but con-
centrates on working with business 
clients — our expertise lies in the 
development of our product,” Lei-
nonen sums up.
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Wonders
of the

LAPPISH

WINTER
EVERLASTING WINTER
Winter is the essential part of Lap-
pish life. It brings cold winds, snow-
falls, grey and gloomy days, extreme 
sub-zero temperatures, but also lots 
of opportunities to have fun. These 
include playing in the snow, skiing, 
skating, tobogganning, seeing the 
breathtaking sceneries, amazing 
Northern Lights and feeling the joy 
of Christmas! Winter is at the core 
of typical laplander’s identity and it 
is the first thing that comes to mind 
when Lapland is mentioned. It is true 
though, that due to the global cli-
mate change winters have become 
less severe and significantly shorter. 
At the country’s southern shore win-
ter lasts for a mere couple of months. 
However, Lapland is a thousand ki-
lometers away and winter here can 
last for 5–6 months. First frosts and 
snowfalls come to Lapland in the end 
of September or beginning of Oc-
tober. The snow stays permanently 
on the ground from November and 
melts away during April and May.

HOW TO SURVIVE
THE POLAR NIGHT?
At the end of November comes the 
Polar night or “kaamos” in Finnish. 
It is a period of darkness when the 
sun does not rise even at daytime. 
This happens only above the line of 
the Arctic Circle (or below Antartic 
Circle in the Southern hemisphere). 
In the northernmost village of Lap-
land, Nuorgam, the polar night lasts 
for almost six weeks, from 24–25th of 
November until the middle of Janu-
ary. In central Lapland the polar night 
lasts for several weeks. Still, days are 
not pitch black. Even though the sun 
does not rise, its light is reflected in 
the atmosphere, giving a few short 
hours of light. Cold weather and 
darkness command the nature to 
slow down. Some animals, like the 
brown bear, hibernate through the 
harsh times. Human beings are also 
aff ected, locals including! When the 
daylight last from 10 AM to 2 PM and 
you are working 9-to-5 or study-
ing, you can barely see any daylight. 

Light deprivation can cause diff erent 
symptoms – tiredness, sleepiness, 
reduced productivity, even depres-
sion. To fight these symptoms light 
theraphy has been invented. Its goal 
is to “cheat” your body and “cheer it 
up” with extra light. There are numer-
ous gadgets on the market which 
include bright light lamps, that you 
turn on during your morning rou-
tines and alarm clocks with inte-
grated lamps, that simulate “normal” 
mornings by gradually turning the 
light before you wake up. There are 
also some means that have proven 
to be eff ective in the fight against 
the “winter blues”, such as doing 
sports regularly, eating healthy and 
basically staying fit.

THE MAGIC OF
AURORA BOREALIS
Polar night doesn’t only bring nega-
tive things. After all, dark and long 
nights provide for a lot of oppor-
tunities to see the magical Aurora 
Borealis! Alghough they can be seen 

OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER

Auroa Borealis can 
be seen already since 
the late summer.

Laplanders
put winter
tyres on.

Reindeer men
gather their reindeer

for roundups.

Only a few hours of
daylight. 4–5 hrs max 
in Southern Lapland.

First frosts
and snow

are here.

Skiing season
starts with the help

of artificial snow.

Snow in most of Lap-
land. Lakes and rivers 
receive ice cover.

Polar night starts at the 
Northernmost
regions of Lapland

LAPPISH
WINTER

TIMELINE
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LASTING FOR

OVER 5 MONTHS,

LAPPISH WINTER BRINGS

COLD TEMPERATURES,

EXTREME DARKNESS,

SUNNY DAYS AND

MAGICAL AURORA

BOREALIS.

FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAYJANUARY

Polar night ends.
Days become
longer.

Finns are having
“skiing vacation”

and go to Lapland.

Rivers and lakes become
 free of their ice cover.

Laplanders change tyres. 

Polar day starts 
in Northern

Lapland.

Snow starts to
melt, but the nights 

are still cold.

Finns celebrate
Christmas and enjoy
their Christmas ham!

Snow is mostly gone,
except the mountain

area in the North. 
Lappish tourist season
is at its highest point.

The Alpine skiing
season lasts at least

until Labor day.

Very cold weather prevails,
from –20°…–30°C
(–4°… –22°F) and lower…

Sun is shining bright.
The snow receives
a hard crust.

starting from the middle of August, 
when the nights become dark again 
after the period of Midnight Sun, 
the Northern lights are best enjoyed 
during winter months. This is when 
our nature turns into amazing win-
ter scenery with icy lakes and snowy 
forests. The Northern Lights follow 
the Sun’s 12-year cycle, meaning that 
at the bottom of the cycle there are 
less solar activity and auroras, and 
more at its peak. Currently, in 2016, 
we are have passed the peak of a so-
lar cycle and are moving towards the 
quieter times. But not to worry! There 
is a region, called “The Aurora belt”, 
which stretches all the way through 
the North of Lapland. Here the Au-
rora Borealis occurs more often than 
anywhere else. Only a little distur-
bance in the Earth’s magnetic field is 
enough to spark Auroras here, even 
at the lowest parts of the Sun cycle.  

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS
It’s not all about darkness and cold 
during the Finnish winter. In the end 
of the December comes the long-
awaited joy of Christmas. Along with 
Easter, it is the one of the most im-
portant events of the year in Finland. 
The whole country is on pause for 
several days as families reunite to 
spend the holidays together. Some 
of them face a long drive up north 
through the whole country before 
they reach their parents or grandpar-
ents. Finns give presents on Christ-
mas eve, go to the sauna together 
and enjoy the generous off erings of 
the festive table: traditional Christ-
mas ham, marinated fish, carrot and 
swede casseroles, among other deli-
cacies. Christmas and New year time 
is also the peak of tourist season on 
Lapland. Tens of thousands of people 
from all around the world choose to 
go Winter Wonderland to enjoy dif-
ferent winter activities, see the beau-
tiful nature and meet Finnish Santa 
Claus, Joulupukki. 

In December and beginning of 
January sun barely rises over the 
horizon in Rovaniemi and can be 
seen only from a vantage point.

WINTER SPORTS
In winter Finns can practice their fa-
vourite sports: cross-country and 
alpine skiing, skating, and, of course, 
ice hockey!  The sport is so popular 
in the country, that even every little 
village has its own skating rink for 
kids to play. Finns are so dedicated 
to their winter sports that they have 
even invented a special “skiing vaca-
tion”. Thus, in February-March Finns 
head north, to their favourite ski re-
sorts in Lapland.

SUNNY DAYS
In March the Sun is finally shining 
bright again, but the winter is not 
over yet and there is still time to en-
joy winter activities. The snow starts 
melting in April, however, heavy 
snowfalls are not uncommon even 
in Spring and the snow finally disap-
pears in the forests only in May. In the 
mountainous area the snow can stay 
until July, even though it is already 
the time of the Midnight Sun and the 
Sun is shining all night long.



Profin is a leading Finnish manufacturer for windows, doors and glass sliding doors. 
For four decades, we have used fine, tight grain pine from the North  
to make beautiful and functional products.

A View From the North

Discover Profin’s North product range, 
designed especially for timber construction.

www.profin.fi

A View From the North
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Diotrol AG | SWITZERLAND
Tel. +41 (0)62 285 30 70 | info@diotrol.com

Diotrol AG | GERMANY
Tel. +49 (0)8382 88 99 312 | deutschland@diotrol.com

Diotrol Natural Oils
The Swiss protection for all wooden surfaces!

Designer Wood Panelling

Aesthetic UniqueNatural

Modern and sustainable design at its best.

Provider of expertise and quality 

Puumerkki provides both expertise and materials for 

professionals using wood; house industry, construc-

tion companies and merchants. Puumerkki’s Finnish 

quality product range covers all major areas of wood 

construction from interior design to sawn goods. 

Puumerkki is a member of Stora Enso Group. 

Committed to sustainability 

Puumerkki wants to ensure the information of the or-

igin of the wood material used is forwarded to custom-

ers. As an indication of commitment to sustainability 

Puumerkki has been granted the PEFCTM  certificate. 

The CE marking in Puumerkki’s products indicates 

compliance with EU legislation.

Effex® 



www.loghouse.fi


